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Apprentices Reach Well

Deserved Journeyman
Status

The Bonaventure Hotel in Downtown
Los Angeles senved as the location for the
bi-annual Hoofers and Waterproolers
Apprenticeship Graduation Ceremony.
The Director of Apprenticeship Training,
Lupe Comal, moderated the dinner cere-
mony. The event was attended by
many of the saventy-five newly awarded
joumeymen, their families and roofing
industry leaders. Aftendees induded
local United Union of Roofers,

{froum iefT) Greg Banks-San Manrne Reofl Co.,. Ron
Jafislon, Jawne Qeeca, Jr, Jadinn Banks

Waterproofers and Allied Workers busi-
ness managers, Brent Beasley and
Raul Melendez, as well as Intemational
Representative Gabnel Perea,
Appranticeship Trustee, Gary S'Dao of
Alcal Arcade Contracting, Inc. and
Union Roofing Contractors Association
Executive Director, Ron Johnston.

In his address to the graduates,
Johnsion recognized their many hours
in the field and classroom in order to ful-
fill the requirements necessary to attain
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URCA Evening Event—Green
Technology and Solar Panel Installation

URCA continues to keep its
contractor members informed of
industry issues, as well as legisla-
tive issues. During the recent
Annual Membership Dinner at the
MNorwalk Marnictt, Executive
Director Hon Johnston informed the
100 plus invitees of URCA's com-
mitment to keep its membership
apprised of building and installation
of emerging technologies pertaining
i solar voltaic roof paneling.

David Freewman, Gity of Los Angevas Daputy
Mayor kv Enevgy and Emaranmacd

Johnston informed the group that
he and board members Emie
Glasgow, and Sean Taba met with
Los Angeles Mayor Antonio
Villaraigosa, and Los Angeles
Department of Water and Power
CEOQ David Mahai. Furthemore,
Johnston sits on the LA, Chamber
of Commerce's Energy &
Envircnment Committee, working
closely with Alex Fugh, Director of
Fublic Policy.

During the evening's event,
Johnston welcomed special
guasts David Freeman, City of Los
Angeles Deputy Mayor for Energy
and Emnvironment, David Libatique,
Director of Enengy and Emvironment,
Los Angeles Mayor's Office, and
Brian Koch, Director, Resource
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An integral aspect of the Associabon's
2008 Strategic Marketing Plan is to con-
tinue collaborating with other contracior
organizations in refoming the onerous
refantion payment and indeminity liability
prowisions in constrection confracts.

Ini line weith this prcrity, and on bahalf
of the URCA Board of Direclors, | hawe
been working closely with various con-
tracior groups to legislate reform in the
afgrementioned areas of concem,

Currently, URCA and the American
Contraciors Assocation of Califomia
(ASALC) have sponsored 58 629 (Private
Waorks). This bl would mandsate that
retenfion proceeds withheld from any
payment made by the onginal contractor
to any subcontracion, or by a subcontrac-
tor o another subcontracior shall not
exceed 5 percent of the amownt of the
payment ofhensise due under the con-
tract. | provided testimany in support of
thiz bill before the Senale Judiciary
Commitiee on April 15th. As of this wriling,
the bill, on a bipartisan vobe (52 AYE
voies), passed the Assembly Floor and
has been retumed back to the Senate
for concurmence on amendments that
were made in the Assembly in June.
Obviously the legislators are seeing the
need (o reform the industry practice of
holding back 10%% of the money owed
subconiraciors for work performed and
approved on privale works. projects.

URCA is actively supporting SB 802
{Public Works), a bl sponsored by the
Sheat Meatal and Air Conditicning
Association, which would requirg that

Tom fthe Executive Director

contract retenfion proceeds nol exceed 5
percent of the payment of all contracts
entered into betwesan an onginal confrac-
tor and a subcontractor and between all
contraciors. On April 1580, | provided tes-
timony in support of this bl to the
Senate Governmental Organization
Commitiee. As of thes writing, the bill has
passed out of the Senale as well as the
Assembly Appropriations Committee and
now awaits a vole on the Assembly fioor,

The justification for support of both of
thesa bills i abundantly clear. Cash flow
is of paramount impodance o all con-
tractors working within the construction
trades, However, on most projects, 10
percent of all monies due for work prog-
erly performed by subcontraciors and
approved are withheld untll the entire
project is completed, In essence, a sub-
contraciors entire profit mangin is
absorbed in retention. Moreoves, for many
contraciors, this transiates inte subcontrac-
tors receiving final peyment twehve to
eighteen months down the road,

Also, URCA is aclively supporting AB
1118 (Prompt Fay). This bill, sponsored
by ASAC, would provide consistency 1o
the due date deadline, seven (V) days,
for all private and public progects.
Moreover, i would recast the provisions
goveming the timely payment of
progress payments, retention procesds
and final payments under a contract for a
private and public work of improvement
Thigs bill would clanfy the enforcament
mechanism pursuani o the Business &
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URCA Continues its Support of Roofing

Consultants Golf Tournament

{iram ) Fion Johmsfon scoopiing £9,000 fom Danay Woesfarfiold and e RCT on Behalf of RCA's
Don Banks Memona' Scholarsinp Fund, G Erecutive Vice Prasident Oebia Wan der Wiside duning
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Q Award is Another Winner for URCA

Member Contractors

The Alliance for Quality
Construction, a Southarn
California association of union
contractors and union business
managers, presented the Los
Angeles Unified School District
(LAUSD) with the 2009 Q Award
for the construction of the Central
Los Angeles Area Mew High
achool #3. This year's award car-

Los dngeies Area Mow High Sohool 89

emony and luncheon was held at
the site of the newly construcied
performing arts high school on

industry professionals, LAUSD

Board Member Monica Garcia,

Principal Suzanne Blake and

LALSD Chief Facilties Executive

Guy Mehula accepted the presti-
gious award. The award honors
LAUSD for its recently con-
structed 234,000 square foot
facility costing approximately
$233 million. The design archi-

tect was Coop

Himmelblau, the

architect of
record was HMC,
and the general
contractor was

FPCL Construction

Services, Inc.

: URCA mem-
ber contractors
Best Contracting
for roofing, Troyer

Contracting for

walerproofing, and Karcher

Firestopping for firestopping

work on behalf of the General

Wednesday, Junea 10, 2009. Amid Contraclor FCL Construction

a crowd of over 200 construction

Sarvices, Inc.

URCA Contractors Donate to Building

Together Charity.

Expan roofave ram URCA conlrachor compaes—Bas! Condraching Seneces. Ebarhard, Chapman

Coasi Rool Co.,. Alcal Arcadle Confraciing, Aming Johnsor, and Empre Confracting paniicipated
w the Condral Los Angelas “Rebinting Togaiher propec

Apprenticeship Continued
journeyman status, Graduating
Apprenticas endure a curmculum of
three and a half years of classroom
education and “hands on” field work.
Apprenticaship training includes roof
systems application training and safe-
ty fraining. Safety is of utmost impor-
lance and apprentices must attend all
safaty training courses including First
Aid, CPR,
Fall
Protection,
Fire Safety,
Scaffolding,
Confined
Space, as

Gradirae with Bren! Bagsiey-Buiness
Manager Local 220

well as mandated OSHA courses,
Graduates of the Apprenticaship
Program become “roof mechanics™ in
their trade and are considered the
beast in their craft.

Following his address, Johnston
announced the winner of the Don
Banks Memorial Apprenticeship
Award. A beautiful plague and a
check in the amount of $2,500.00
were presented to the Apprentice of
the Year, Jaime Orozco Jr. Assisting
Johnston in the presentation was
JoAnn Banks, widow of the late Don
Banks, along with her son Greg
Banks, CEQ of San Marino Roof Co.

{frovrr dedf) Moy Taba-Besl Confraciing Sarvons,
Mr. & Mrz. Gary 5 Dac-Alcal Arcate Confracing, and
o Jofwston-LURGCA
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Green continued

Planning/Development DWP.

In his spaech to the URCA atten-
dees, David Freeman discussed Mayor
Villaraigosa's commitment to generat-
ing solar energy within LA, City limits.
Los Angeles is seeking to ganerate
1,200 sclar powered megawatts within
4 years. The immediale need will be

400 solar powered megawalts by 2010,

There are hundreds of thousands of
square feet of roof space in Los
Angeles that could become solar ener-
gy farms, With a track record for quality
workmanship, URCA contractors are
positionad o provide expertise and
ability to install the needed solar panels
and building integrated photo voltaic
roof systems.

The City of Los Angeles has creat-
ed a separale masler program 1o fund
and manage the construchion of the
solar panel sites as if works toward the
goal of 1,200 megawatts of power gen-
eration, In June 2009, the City of Los
Angeles sent out a request for propos-
als for the initial solar pansl installation.
The LA, City Council will soon be hold-
ing a senes of workshops detailing the
New PowWer program,
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Execcutive Report continued

Professions Code via the Stabe
Confractors License Boand, Most impor-
tanthy, it would help to ease the cash flow
problem; cash is king m our industry and
it meeds to fow quickly in onder for sulb-
contraciors to purchase supplies and
et payroll

This bill passed out of the Azsembly
Businezs and Professions Commithes
and Judiciary Commities and was
referred 1o the Assembly Appropriations
Commitiee. Pursuanl 1o a mobon by the
author, Assemblyrman Bill Emmerson, the
bill i cumanthy in ha inacthe file and & now
a two-year bill,

Another major component of the
Strategic Plan & "complancs enforoement.”
It ks quite: evident that the cument econamic
necession has created more fraudulent
activity within the roofing indusiny. As a
resull, the Southem Califormia Linion
Roolers Labor Management Trust, which is
comprsad of management and Bbor repee-
sentathves, has been achively involsed in 8-
ing clams against contracions who have
violated the tenets of “prevailing wage™ law,
including, but not Bmitad 1o, appranticeship
standands, cerified payrolls and workers

Howenner, 3 shumibling block 10 effecihe
compliancs enforeamant i the reluctanca

of inability of the: respective stale agences

i take action on those daimes filed. Henca, at
the e Trust Bleeting, the inustess will enlier-
tain the hiring of a labor Ew attomey who wil
ad &5 a conduil and resource 1o the slale
agencies in moving the complaint process. for-
ward in a more expadibous mannar,

URCA,

Union Rooling

ELECTED
Boand of Descrors & Orfcins
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Enmie GLascow? (LeTwen Roorne)
Dave Crarnan (Coast Roormng)
Dave STermo (Entrrsars)

Suan Tana (Bist ConTRCTING Sernces)
Manx TroveR (TROYER CONTRACTING)
Gaar §'0a0 (ALcaL BRCADE CONTRACTIG)

trained and skdlied employees. The
URCA s dedicated to the highest

standards of professional integrity
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